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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated a July i860;— -for, 



COPIES “ of a Memorial addressed by the Trustees of the Royal College 
of Saint Patrick, Maynooth, to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland , with 
respect to the Repairs of the College 

“ And, of the Correspondence relating thereto.” 



To His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle , Lord Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland, &c. &c. 

May it please your Excellency, 

We, the undersigned, trustees of the Royal College of St. Patrick, Maynooth, 
respectfully beg to represent to your Excellency the present anomalous condition 
of the College, as regards provision for the suitable repair of the buildings. 

By the Act 8th & 9th Victoria, chap. 25, sec. 8, the Commissioners of Public 
Works in Ireland are constituted “ Commissioners for the purposes of enlarging, 
improving, upholding, maintaining, repairing, fitting up, and furnishing, from 
time to time, the buildings and premises connected with the College.” 

Having made this direct provision for the suitable maintenance of the build- , 
ings, the Act expressly appropriates to certain definite uses — specified by sec- 
tions 4, 5, 6 and 7 , and by a schedule appended thereto, the entire of the 
annual grant from the Consolidated Fund ; nor is it allowable for us, con- 
sistently with these provisions, to employ any portion of that grant in improving 
or even in repairing and maintaining the buildings. 

Accordingly, in July 1845, the Commissioners of Public Works undertook 
the exclusive charge of the College buildings, and continued for several years 
to direct all the necessary repairs and improvements. 

Unfortunately, however, the item of “ Repairs of Maynooth College,” in the 
Estimates which the Commissioners annually submit to the House of Commons, 
encountered in Parliament the opposition of the same party which had resisted 
the substantive measure of endowment. In 1852, this item was altogether 
omitted from the Estimates, and at length, during the religious excitement 
which prevailed in the following year, on the votes being re-proposed, it was 
struck out of the Estimates by a small majority of the Committee. 

It is scarcely necessary to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s 
Government warmly deprecated this proceeding. Lord John Russell forcibly 
exposed the inconsistency of maintaining the College as a national institution, 
and yet refusing the only provision available for the purpose of keeping its 
buildings in repair ; and declared, on the part of the Government, that it 
would be their duty to take care that, whereas the ordinary provision for the 
purpose had been withheld, a building for whose safe-keeping they were 
responsible to the public should not fall into ruin. 

Nevertheless, from the date of this adverse vote, the Commissioners of Public 
Works have ceased to superintend the repairs of the College ; nor has this 
item ever since been submitted to the House of Commons in the yearly 
Estimates. 

Your Excellency will easily anticipate the result. Not only has all idea of 
improving the buildings been abandoned, but many measures of almost indis- 
pensable necessity — and measures recognised as such by the Royal Commis- 
sioners of 1853-5 — have been suspended or laid aside. The chapel accommo- 
dation is still miserably inadequate, and of a character entirely below the 
requirements of a national institution. The College is still without any common 
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hall, for public academical exercises, sufficiently large to accommodate the 
community in its present numbers. The library still remains in the “low' 
ill-ventilated room" m which the Commissioners found it in 1853 for want of 
funds necessary to complete the shelves and fittings of the more spacious 
library m the new buildings. The plan for the erection of gas works ordered 
by us several years since, is still in abeyance. No attempt has been made to 
provide for the proper ventilation and heating of the College although the 
Commissioners strongly urged the necessity of such prolusion. The infirmary 
still remains as when, in 1853, the Commissioners “ were much struck with its 
dilapidated appearance and general unfitness for the purpose to which it is 
applied. And although we have felt it to be our duty to direct that the repairs 
absolutely indispensable for the maintenance of the buildings should be con 
turned, yet m carrying out even this humble purpose a verv considerable debt 
has been incurred. 

We, therefore, most earnestly submit to your Excellency’s gracious considera- 
tion, whether consistently with the health of tile students, with the decency of 
the : public .service, or even with the security of the buildings themselves, this 
state of things can any longer be continued. 

No one at present is legally responsible for the repairs of the buildings, still 
less for their necessary enlargement. ° 

The funds at our disposal, even were not our hands tied up by the stringent 
dispositions of the Act of Parliament, are clearly inadequate to meet the double 
demand, and unless measures be taken to assist us in providing the Church 
accommodation, which has now become indispensable, and to relieve us from 
*, e re P™' s ’ b 7 restoring the provision for that pur- 
J,” ®S lK u ed f b 1 ? ? he Le £ lslature , the College, especially in its older buddings, 
must gradually fall into a state utterly unfit for occupation 

We, therefore, respectfully pray that your Excellency will be pleased to direct 
the Commissioners of Public Works to place upon their Estimates for the 
coming year such a sum for the repairs of Maynooth College, as, from the lonv 
mm taffi°nen°snH eir ""V ‘i 16 buildin g s ’ tb e protracted suspension of 

maylpptr trrequiS? aSUreS ,m P r0Tement > factual necessity of the case 



Paul Cullen, 
Joseph Dixon, 

>5* John Mac Hale , 
P. Leahy, 
Fingall, 
Kenmare, 

P- M c Gettigan , 
►i* John Ryan, 

&t. Patrick s College, Maynooth, 

22 June 1859. 



►f* Janies Browne, 
Thomas Teeny, 
Bellew, 

* E. Walsh, 

►L William Delany, 

^ J. Walshe, 

Anthony S. Hussey, 
Ffrench. 



ttP^ 3 , . London, 14 June 1860. 

vm, fh2 NG h^ftractedby the trustees of Maynooth College to lay before 
mm? t0 Lieutenant °f on the subject of the 

- h a C °! lese ’ 1 be S le ? T ®. as tb e time for their half-yearly meeting 
(.June 26) is drawing near, to call your attention to that memorial 

inte>SX£ nf eSt ’ * is a T tter ° f much importance for the 

interests of the College that the answer of the Government should be in the 

themes! if* tr “ S n S at r,* heir meetin & * ab ould be addressed direct to 

the most Reverend Dr. Dixon, the Roman Catholic Primate (Armagh) before 

the date above specified, the 26th instant. s ’ 

tv. t>- i. tt tw I have, &c. 

he Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, in. r. (signed) C. W. Russell, 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, President. 

«c. &c. &c. 
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Most jact. Sir, Irish office, Whitehall, 18 June 1860. 

1 have lmd the honour of receiving a letter from Dr. Russell, calling my 
attention to the memorial which the trustees of Maynooth College have 
addressed to the Lord Lieutenant on the subject of the repairs of the College. 
Dr. Russell requests that I will reply before the meeting of the trustees on the 
26th, and that I will address the reply to you. I feel that it is my duty, in the 
first instance,, to invite the attention of the trustees to that part of the report of 
the Royal Commission, of which the Earl of Harrowby was President, in which 
the subject of repairs and necessary buildings is considered. That report was 
made very shortly after the vote for the repairs, up to that time made by the 
Board of Works, had been rejected; and the Commissioners unanimously 
recommend an arrangement by which they think the money necessary for the 
pm-pose might properly be provided. The passage to which I refer is doubtless 
familiar to the trustees, and will be found at the close of the report. 

I believe it will be necessary in any event to obtain the sanction of Parliament 
before Her Majesty’s Government can apply, or can enable the trustees to apply 
any sum of money, even to repairs of the most immediate urgency ; and I shall, 
therefore, be glad if you will have the goodness to inform me whether the trus- 
tees entertain any objection to the arrangement recommended by the Commis- 
sioners. 

I have, &c. 

The Most Rev. Archbishop Dixon, (signed) Edward Cardwell. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Drogheda, 28 June 1860. 

1 have the honour to inform you, that I laid before the trustees of Maynooth 
College at their late meeting your letter of the 18th instant, addressed to me, 
and having reference to their memorial on the subject of the repairs of the 
College. 

In this letter you are pleased to invite the attention of the trustees to that 
part of the report of the Royal Commission of 1853-4, in which the subject of 
repairs and necessary buildings is considered, and in which the Commissioners 
unanimously recommend an arrangement, by which they think the money neces- 
sary for the purpose might be provided, and you inquire whether the trustees 
entertain any objection to the arrangement recommended by the Commis- 
sioners. 

In reply the trustees request me to inform you, that as guardians of the 
interests of the College they cannot voluntarily relinquish their claim to a vote 
of Parliament for annual repairs. Nevertheless, fearing on the one hand, from 
the failure of repeated applications, that there is little present prospect of 
realising this claim, and, on the other, pressed by the consideration of the dila- 
pidated condition of the College, and of the danger to the health of the students, 
which is thence to be apprehended, they feel themselves constrained to accept, 
under present circumstances, any reasonable expedient, by which the College 
may be saved from falling into decay, and by which the health and comfort of its 
occupants, as well as the efficiency of its studies and discipline, may be secured. 

I have, &c. 

*■ (signed) ►£< Joseph Dixon. 

The Right Hon. Edward Cardwell, m. p. 

&c. &c. &c. 
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